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THE CAPTURE

On 1st Apud 1941, Rommel realining that the Buitish had ondy a small force tnvodved
(due to untts being withdrawn {rom the Western Desert and sent to Greece ), decided to
test out the Butish strength. The Butish retreated rapidly and [ was caught up in this
retreat and successhully made my way back from Msus to Um-er-Rezum where I found
my water tank company, lagered up for the night.

At the time of the Geaman attack I was quite near the front 4ine at Adgedabia and spent
a mght heaving the sounds of gunfire and seeing the {dashes of explosions and thacer
tullets. Very eady the neat morning (daybreak), 1 started offy on the return journey
with about eight twceks and pound an organtsed retreat taking place. Miditary Police
stopped me (1 had no ofhtcer with me at this time ). Theu enquired my destination and I
cowd only say that I had to {ind my unit somewheire near Dewna. They just told me to
get a move on which was not easy as this stretch of desert was stony and sandy and
progress was difpicutt.

We eventually avuved at Msus where a supply dump had teen established - food, petrod
and ammuntitton. More Miditary Police on dutu who todd me to head {or Deana and to
hedp oursedves to anything we coutd take {from the dump. Whidst we were doing just this,
a Lysanden reconnatssance plane {anded nearby and out came Generad Wavell and we saw
fim tn discusston with a group of offtcers. We then set offh hor Derna making good time
now and hound our unit at dusk at Um er Rezum with my twenty twucks and found that my
two futends Sgts Devonshtre and Govse massing, presumed to be at Michedt.

Rommel continued his pursuit which developed into a {(ull [taltan-Geaman offensive.
One spearhead of, Rommed's {ed ty Cotonel Gustav Ponath, by-passed Mechile where a
Butish gavuson had been formed as a delaying tactic, and headed Noath towards Derna.
Reaching a wadi 3 miles South of, Derna at 6.00 pm on 6th Apud, 1941 [ was with him
and s men in that wadt!

On avuval at Um-er-Rezum, my Commanding Offtcer told me that I had to take stx fuld
water tank vehicles to Mechile the following day as the 'Gavuson' there intended to
hold out. 1 told the Commanding Officer I would te pleased to go as my fviends Sgt.
Devonstine and Sgt. Gowse were missing and 1 believed they would te at Mechili, they
having left Msus in retreat sometime before I had started back.

I set off eady neat day with six vehicles, a Lieutenant in charge who dedegated the
leading of the convoy to me as I was well acquainted with the route to Mechile. At
about midday, the driver saw some figures on the horvizon. I knew we were about two
mides o 50 fom Michedd and assumed, at fist, they were our thoops. No infoamation
had teen giuen to me that they could be Gewvmans. We were at this time thavelling at a
bast speed across a flat sadt pan, probably doing about 60 kph and were rapidly
approaching the men on the aising ground ahead.



I glanced back and saw that the convoy had become very eatended - the {ast vehicle
with the Lieutenant being rather more than hatly a mide behind. [ turned my attention to
the men in front and when we were about 400 yards o, realised they were Germans.

I snatched on the hand brake which was on my left (the drvver was on the left), and
yelled "jump out” which we both did, just as the Germans opened fire. As 1 scrambled
back behind the wide sand tyres of the twck, the 18 gallon petrol tank on my ight hand
stde buwst into flames which probably saved my ihe as tt prwvided a screen from the
Geaman gunnens. [ crouched behind the wide sand tyres, the duver doing the same on
his side of the tauck. [ could feed the heat of the {dames from the burning petrol tank
and could see the sand spurting up a few inches fom my body as the bullets {rom the
spandau mactine gun hit the ground alongside. Because of the flames, the gunner could
not see me and he was, fortunately for me, firing dMind, but coming near enough to scare
the hedl out of me. They also had a 7 pounder gun which I presumed pierced the petrod
tank. The dvver (a Cypuot) was not 50 fortunate, he was badly shot up and died sSoon
aften.

My only tnjuwues were small pieces of shrapned tn my ught aam, {ots of, dlood but no
damage. The fining seemed to go on and on, but eventually stopped.

The neat thing I hear a voice tn perfect English say "You can get up now, are you
wounded?” 1 got up and the Gewmans swvounded me and [ then realised that our
Lieutenant had very winedy put his white handkerchief, up on a stick and suriendered. |
say wisedlu stmply because we had no means of sertous depence with us. My twek had
one ufde, and I am certain that none ofy the others had anything ditferent. In any case,
the duvews were Cyprots and certaindy none of ws had combat tratning. The English
spearing Feldwebed, after instructing one of hts men to put a plaster on my arm, tnutted
me to traveld with fdm and s men in their half thack vetucle. [ remarked on s
excellent Englinh and he told me he had worked tn Crgydon for ten yeaws. 1 climbed in
and sat alongside the German gunnens, (the spandau machine gun was mounted on a
tuipod 50 that the gunner could shoot tn any direction over the heads of hls comrades.
The Unit also had two anti tank 2 pounder guns on traiders, 50 ofh we set for Derna. On
the way we ran into another Buitinh convoy of atout 30 vehtceles on thetr way to Michedr.
As they were Royal Avmy Ordnance Corps, I cannot imagine why they were going to
Mechili. Our intelligence must have been very poor. This convoy was captured stmply
by the Geamans firing some {ong busts up in the atr.

The men in the convoy dived out ofy their taucks thinking 1t was an atr raid, and were
rounded up. Coloned Ponath made a shout speech to everybody, basically to tedl us that
anybody attempting to escape would be shot. He spoke in Geaman thiough an interpreten
and, although at that time [ had no Geaman, I undewstood his short sharp sentences
ending with the word Geshossen! We then cautiousty set ob Nowth again towards the
coastal road along which the British were still retreating eventually aniving in the wadt



just South of Derna ainpield where we settled down for the night. AU the Geaman
activity since I was captured had been seen by me in the rather privileged position
sitting between two Genman soldiens in the hatlly track. They were all very kind and
abhabtle.

Immediatedy on awviving in the wadi, the Germans set up machine gun and anti-tank posts
covenrng the entrances to the wadi and the prisonens were assembled on the ground. By
this ttme several hundred.

Just before dusk, a number of vehicles came into the wadi and, to our surprise, General
Phillip Neame and General Richand O'Conner and thein drivens, ald taken prisoner by
Cotoned Ponath's men. My fuiendly Felddwebed put me with them and told me to {ook
after them i, necessary. One of the captured tucks in the convoy had stacks of Nakbi
stores.  Chocolates, cigarettes etc. The next mowning I was given permission to go and
get some ‘comfots’ for the Generals and muysedty. (This was after the Germans had taken
what they hancied), and I got some Cadbury's chocotate locks and cigarettes, being told
by a Geaman soldier not to take the Cadbury's fwit and nut as he had put that aside hon
Generad Rommed; he was paticudady fond of this sweetmeat!

Darkness hedl on a veay subdued group o POW's. On the adjacent atrbiedd quite a battie
was gotng on and we coudd hear gunfire and see flashes of thacers conttnuousty. More
Geaman thoops kept avitoing.

A Medic group with Doctors came in and quickiu erected a tent to seave as finst field
dressing statton.  As wounded awvvived theu were {ined up outside the tent waiting hor
treatment. The doctows were deatling with quite serous wounds, including amputations.
The battle on the ainfiedd tntensified and many wounded, toth Geaman and Butish were
brought in and {ined up outside the tent waiting {or teatment. 1 noted that they took
them into the operating tent according to the seriousness of their wounds. They treated
the Butinh in the same way. .

About 3 or dam the grinding noise of geaws and vehicles were heard approaching from
the South. It was possible to hear the sidence in the wadi! The vehicles stopped and an
Austratltan voice shouted, "who are you?” An English voice shouted "Get down Diggens,
1's Germans”. The Genmans opened fire and the Australians bravedy fined back but, not
knowing the situation, were soon silenced.

[t was a sad buriad party the next moaning when they were {aid in shallow graves in the
wadt. Sometime the neat day, 7th or 8th Apuid, the fighting on the airfiedd was over and
the main German attack had moved on towards Tobruk.

A convoy of, Geaman twucks appeared and we wenre {oaded in and set obf towards Tripols.
Duwving my stay in the wadi, I had seen Rommed who had obviousty come to see the
Butish Generals and they were {ater taken off, I assume for interrogation (together
with General Gambia Pawny who had been captured at Mechili). They ail ended up in a
villa near Sutmona in Itady.



The journey to Tauipolt and then on to Sabratha, a vitlage to the West of Tupoit, 15 now
vague tn my memory. One tncident however rematns. We had been given a can of
Italian meat (pretty awbul) and some hard tack biscuits when we halted on the journey
for a meal break. I was most impressed with the German {field kitchen in one of, the
thucks. The cook had obvitousty been cooking a meal for the dvvers and guards. As we
drove atlong, we {ooked on enviousty as they enjoyed a hot meal. A Geunan soldier
approached me with s dixte and spoke to me, making a gesture which I understood to
mean "would you {ike this"? I nodded and said "Thank you’ and he promptly gave me his
dixie which contatned rce pudding and stewed apricots. He then spoke in school oy
French which mine just about equatled and discovered that hie worked with his hather in
a grocery store in Hamberg. Of couwwse I was able to teld him about my stmidar sttuation
n my father's grocery store - ald very matey.

We eventually awvvved at Sabratha, just a compound of barbed wire in the desert, no huts
on tents. We just slept and {tued on the sandy ground. The conditions were hatrdu awdhud
and a {ot of, the men decame Ul with disentry, incduding myseds,.

In about thhee days another column of Butish pusoners was seen approaching the
compound. We all moved to the wire to see ify we knew any of them as they went past to
the gates. Sune enough there was Peacy Devonshure and Frank Gowe. As soon as Peicy
saw me he started {aughing and pointed at me. I said "What the held are you {aughing
about”, but 1t seemed 50 phunny at the time, I had to {augh too.

Agatn my memory fatds me but eventually we were moved to Tupolt to board a cargo Ship
bor Italy. After {eaving Nowth Afuca 1 have now {earned that Cotoned Ponath was kidled
at Tubruck on 13th Apud.




THE VOYAGE TO NAPLES
At this time of the year, Apaid, the weather was good and, as we awvived at Tripold docks
to catch a view of the Mediterianean and the busy activity in the harbour. It was quite
a surpuse to see 0 ittle damage, although there were some ships which had been sunk
with masts and funneds above the water {ine, but the docks and harbour were Mill quite
capatle of handling large cargo ships and unloading was going on as we boarded the
cargo ship to take us to Italy. We were all put down in the holds and the coveas put on.
It wasn’t a pleasant sttuation sitting in the semi darkness and about to cross the
Mediterianean which we believed was heavily patrolied by British submarines and ships.
However, no sooner had we deft harbour than the covervs were removed and we
discovered the Captain was a Geaman. He was also obvtousty not anti-Britinh and,
{ooking down on ws crowded below, he satd "I expect you coudd do with some tea”! What
a surpuse. He eaplained that he had a small chest of tea on board which he had kept
snee a voyage from India just before the war. He apologised {or not having milk, but

when the tea came along it tasted {ike nectar! 1t wad amusing to see that the Itatian
guawds had taken off their shoes and were weauving their {ifejackets which they didn't
remove untid we were sahely tn Naples harbour. The Captain allowed groups of 20 or 0
at a ttme up on deck for an hour and the sunshine and Hue seas were a tonte to us atd.
In spite of, our fears for the Royal Navy, most of us sept well that night, and we
aritved in Naples harvbour without incident. We were stidd feeling rough and, in fact
some chaps were quite tid with dysentery. We had had {ittle {ood and what there was
cevtatndy didn't hedp.

However once on the dockside, the view of Naples, the harbour and Vesuvtus with s
wreath of smoke, ratved my spiuts and the dvight [taltan sunshine hedped. We then
mounted into twcks and were on our way to Chtete to what we found to be a tented
holding or transit camp, before documentation and tranpher to a permanent POW camp.
The tented camp at Chiete was a divorgantsed mess and had obvtousy been erected
huwvuedly by the Itaxéi%n’zvt‘z)nwceiue the uneapected infdux of Butish POW’'s. There had
teen some heavy rain and the areas between the tents were rvers oy mud. We hung
around in these conditions for about ten days. The ondy incident worth perhaps
mentioning was the reaction of the POW's to an Italian peasant passing the camp with
s howse and cart. The cavt was heavidy laden and the howvse {ooked ready for the
knackens yard. The camt thack was in the same condition with mud as our camp site, and
the old howse and cart got bogged down and came to a standstifd. By this time hundreds
o, POW’'s wene Uining the wire fence watching this scene. The peasant got out a whip
and started beating hell out ofy the poor old nag. The tmmediate reaction of the British
was typical. They yelled and shouted and created a themendouws noise. The camp
Commandant got over excited and thought there was a rot and turned out the guard!



However, give him his due, when he discovered the reason for the outcry and, obuviousty
knowtng something of the Bruitish attitude to animals, he sent about ten Italian soldiens

(much to thein disgust), to assist the peasant and his hovse and cart and ok, they went,
to the cheeas of the Buts
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We were then moved to Sulmona, a town in the Appenines, and settled in an ex avmy

camp of reasonable buildings sunounded by a high wald (154t or more) and outsride the
wall a double perimeter fence of barbed wire and the usual guard towens at each corner
and the halfway mark. It was not very aptly named 'Fonte d'amore’. Life in the camp
15 another story but ald 1 can say at this time is that the Summews were bearable and the
Winterws very taying. It may seem strange, but while I was in the camp, one of my
activities was leaning Geaman! We were fortunate in having Joe Drew, bon of, English
parents in Berdin, and for the fimst 14 years of s tife, German was his first language.
We managed to obtain some German grammar books and a group of about 15 had daily
Geaman lessons, sttting in the sunshine. 1 didn't realise it at the time but this was to
stand me in good stead {ater on our way to Switzerdand and in Switzerdand. 1 adso had
datly contact with Italian soldiers one way and another and picked up quite a bit of
[taltan, but never studied the gramman. Neverthedess this also came in very wsefud and
the [talians I met up with on my way to Switzerand didn't seem to wony about my
mistakes and 1 was mostly able to make myself, undestood. Lihe in Sudmona was just
atout bearable tn the Summer months but the Winters, fortunatedy shout, were quite hard
gotng, espectally the {ack of nowvishing food. Withowt the occasional Red Cross parced,
I doubt i, some of us would have survived. 1 think only one o1 perhaps two, were shot
during those yeans, and a hew died, but I believe the vast majority of the POW's
suwtved. 1 had one tilness which put me in the camp infiunary. Veay high temperature
and, as the [talians had few medicines, 1 was given quinine injections in the buttocks
and, sure enough, my temperature came down and, after a pew days adviht in dedirium, 1
gradually recovered. This was helped by the kindness of the Itadian Doctor who was
able to obtain fresh midk to assist my recovery.

A5 an NCO (Sergeant), I was put in charge of Hut 90 with &0 odd men with a corporad
who sfept in the fut. We were eapected to parade the men twice daily for Appeld.
Guards came into the compound, enough for two per hut and stood at each end of, the
parade whidst an Itatian ofpicer counted the men to ensure that none were missing.

So far 2% yeaws dearning Geaman, playing bridge and other camp activities, days rolled
stowly by. Of couwwse the Italian presence was fedt all the time. "Appell’ was twice
datly and more often if, escape activity had been discovered. Walks in the country were
very rarne and, in actual fact, these were route marches in columns heavily guarded
sometimes more guards than psoners. It was on these marches that 1 picked up a 1ot of,
my Italian. The guards watked closely alongside, and we woudd get them into
convensation by asking "Come st Chiamari questo que in Italiano”, pointing to an object
(what do you cald this in Italian). At it they were happy to answenr, delighted with
our interest but, o course, eventuadly the Brits drove them mad with thein questioning
and they eventually realised that we were really taking the micky! Of couwwe the
guarnds changed on our next march, and we stated all over again.



The Itatian camp Commandant kept a few hens outside the camp compound and, one
afternoon a Rhode Island cockered {lew over the watl. One of the saidorvs from our hut
was Stng outside in the sunshine and the cockered {anded admost in his dap With great
presence of mind, he wiung s neck, dashed into the cookhouwse, stating to pluck the
teathers as he went and, behore the guards could get round to the gates and {nto the
compound, the poor old cockered was plucked, gutted and jotnted and hiding in a dixie
of boiling water with cabbage on top to foam a screen. Not a fpeather to be seen
anywhere, but a strong smetl of singed feathers from the fire. Round came the guards
"Dove e Gallo” (where 15 the cockered), but they depavted empty handed and none the
wisen. As for us, the thin soup that night became chicken 6roth. [ was never able to get
1t conftamed but 1 bedieve that the Coloneds dack {abrador went the same way one dark
night. The secret was well kept for discovery couldd have had pearbul consequences.
Apter neady two years in Sudmona camp, requests were made (Hor Sergeants to go to
Chiett, an offtcews camp, to take charge of the ofptcers batmen and camp workens.
Looking for a change of, scene, I votunteered and very soon found myselly in a much
mote reasonable environment,

This camp was an ex awmy bawviacks surounded by a high watl and offhering much tbetter
accommodation than Sudmona.

Chietd 15 sttuated on the Adviatic stde ofy Italy near the coastal town of Ancona. [here
was a splendid view of the mountain "Grand Sasso” (Great Stone) where {ater we saw a
{ot of actiuity which we discovered was the "rescue’ of Mussolint by the Geaman paras.
Having settled down in my new camp where conditions were 50 much btetter, 1 cawvvied
out my duties I hope, to everyone’s satispaction. The sentor Butish ofpicer was a
Cotoned Mawshall. On Wednesday 8th September 1943 at 0800 hours, I was playing poker
in our NCO's r0om with an American Sgt pidot, a Canadian flight Sgt and a couple more
{ads. Some of the boys had gone out to hear the radio news from Rome over the
loudnspeakers. Well the news came on and a tevufic cheer went up and everyone started
aunning around. We had been eapecting something to happen soon and we threw the
carnds down and just {ooked at each other. 1 half guessed what 1t was, and later when
the boys told me, I went as white as a sheet. You can imagine a chaps peelings, apter
two years and nine months in puson camps to fHind the war with Italy was ovea.
tuerybody fhedt fine anyhow and we got down to discussing what would happen next. We
all expected to wait a few days and then {find our own troops awvuving! [ slept well that
nght and next day a thanks giving service was {aid on for Sunday (later postponed).
We had a victory dinner which was the best feed I'd had since I had been captured.
Coloned Marshall, the sentor Butish offbicer, ordered all escape enterpuses to cease
tothuwith and no man was to {eave the camp, under penalty ofy court martial!
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Thuwwday afternoon, a Jery convoy went past the camp and everyone got the jittens,

especially when a Jeny officer came in and went into the Italian HQ offices. Howevenr,
he went obf and Colonel Mawshall told us that he ondy wanted the assurance that the
camp was under control. So we sat tight.

The next few days, 1ot of Jenmies went past and an ofbicer called each day. The {ocad
Geaman Commandant called and said that as we were under control, he had no interest in
Butish POW's. Howevenr, by Sunday, obficers and men were getting wonvvied and a few
Italians deserted and went home. There was an Italian Alpine Division in the camp area
and Cotoned Mawshall assured us it was for our protection! When they started going too,
chaps tecame uneasy! We were again assured by the SBO that if, Jenwy came we would
have plenty of time to get out of, the camp because the Itatian Commandant would give
ws at {teast halfy an hours warning.

Anyway, I can't remember all the things that happened, but ©t may have been Sunday
afternoon o Monday, when a strongly avmed Geaman convoy stopped outside the camp,
and a tunch of guards came in with a Jewy officer. This had an immediate effect on
the Italian soldiervs on guard or in the baviack rooms. They must have had everything
wady tecawse immediately, with rucksacks packed, ladders were shoved up against the
wall, and about 100 Italian guards went over. | immediatedy grabbed my small kit which
I had ready and stood by with some more chaps, ready o1 the wowt. The Jenies stayed
about hatfy an hour and then went. We relaxed again. There were not now enough
guands to keep the camp in, 50 the SBO mounted guards of Butish obficers inside the
camp to stop anyone attempting to escape. That night the remaining [taltans went and
that just {eft the [tatian officers and the Carabineri, a nucleus ofy about 25. Neat day
thee Carabineri were on guard in conspicuous positions, to kid the Jewy that we were
S under control, or s0 satd the SBO. AU we had to do was to keep calm, cool and
collected. Well, of the three we were certaindy collected. About 1500 officers and men
kept in by the threat of tevvible count matials and, of couwse three carabineri. You wild
readise that opinion was very much against the Coloned, and a couple of ofbicers who
tued to escape were put in close avest! Tuesday moraning, 1 think. Three other ranks
wenre observed getting over the wald.

A Butish Major shouted to them to come back or they would be charged. 1 coudd not
repeat what they said to him. Anyway like sensible men they went. We stayed. That
nmght three more ofpicers went, and good {uck to them. QOur fpont dine was not 100
miles away and the civtdians wanted ws to come out of the camp, they kept beckoning to
ws. Stild, all except about six stayed in, much to their own and my disgust!

It had been wanm {ately and the bed bugs had teen troublesome 50 a bunch of us were
sleeping out on the verandahs. It may have been Wednesday or Thuvsday night when
"Merchant’ the Flight Sgt who sept by me, woke me up at 11.30.
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Meach by the way was chummy with me and he had ordy been a POW {or about ten

weeks. He's a Mittle dark chap, Canadian, speaks French but no Italian or Geaman and
he's got bags of guts and determination. Wedl, Merch woke me up, "Listen Ted”, "Well,
what's up”?  "Jeny's here”. I listened. 1 could hear Mawshall's voice and a Jenmy
answering him, together with a stamping of feet of a patrol marching. "What shald we
do”? "Lets seep on it eh”. "OK”. "Goodnight”. "Goodnight”.

Neat moawning, Jenvy was in fuld control. Machine guns, tommy guns and all the usual
toys. It was a paratroop divinion and the SBO now gave peamission to escape. Joke
over! Whatever can be satd about Jerry, 1've adways found him patr enough. He gave
ws more gaub than the Italtans and asdsured us that we would te treated faitrdy.

Within the neat few days he had moved all the camp tn {ovies and 1 was waiting to go
with the {last batch. We had severad tunneds ready and just before we moved out, |
hedped to seal down a group of ten ofpicers in a tunned who were going to get out that
night. AUl the other tunneds were flled 50, including a few chaps who escaped during
the day in the wbbish waggon, about 70 chaps escaped ahter the camp had been under
Jewy guands. 1 deft with the convoy and awvuved that afternoon in Sudmona, my old
camp, fust in time to see the it 750 on their way to the station and presumably
Deutschtand.

On the journey we were cavued in open twucks with a Geaman sitting with s vfde on
the edge of the duvvens cabin, keeping an eye on ws. The twuck was moving slowly up a
veay steep gradient on the mountain side when one of the men decided to chance his
{uck and leapt over the side and ran down the valley. The Geaman soldier ratsed his
e and took atm! We all shouted, "Let him go”, which he did! They're not all bad.

I was pleased to meet my old pals again and we spun out our stouves together and it was
a real reunton. Howeven, groups kept leaving daily for the trains. Many escapes were
made at night and many hidey holes were dug and one group of men (about eight),
actually buidt a false wall in an alcove of one of the bavack rooms and walled
themsedves tn. Otheas hid in the wob spaces all with the tdea that when the Geamans
had moved out all the pusoners, they would then {leave the area and the hidden men
coutld come out and make their escape. 1 pound Later that the men 'walled in’ had stayed
fidden {ong enough and eventually reached our own {ines. A hew chaps were shot tying
to escape in various other ways. We were here for over a week and, as we had plenty
of grub, we did OK. Of couwwse the main topic was getting away. Merch wanted to hide
in the camp but, after Jerwy had thrown a few grenades in a tunned, and tommy gunned a
tew ceilings, we decided to wait and see. Our tuan came eventuatly. [ was on the {ast
party to deave. Obh we went for the station, complete with kit, Red Cross parceds and
Jewy guards (mostly 17-18& year old boys). At Sudmona there was a {ot of discussion
about escaping and I felt quite detenmined to have a go. I did not fancy going to
Geamany and fedt that an opportunity to escape would present itselly whidst on the move.
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THE ESCAPE

When we got down to the station, we filed past a table where a Jewy, complete with
typewriter, took our names and number in groups of 30, and into the goods twucks we
went. The type of twck was steed dined, four heavily wired windows about head {eved,
four ventitators at foot leved with iron guitl and heavy gauge wire covering. The metal
door over the gruill was a sliding type. We had three days ration of biscuits and canned
meat given to ws. The doows were shut and {ocked. 1 had grabbed a bar of iron I'd
tound in Sudmona and put it with my kit. Meach and I sat down and {ooked around us.
We reattsed that it was our last chance now. As soon as the train started we intended
to get gotng. We asked 14 anyone had toots and received no wesponse. We intended it
of all to ty the top windows. When the train started at about 6.00pm, I went with my
ton bar on the top gritl. Meach meanwhile inspected the {ower vent which had an iron
siding door outside. 1 couldn't make any headway with the wire gritl up top 50 we
decided to concentrate on the {fower ventitator. As soon as we started again, Meach got
the pincenrs, and after a it of ditficulty, we got busy on the wire mesh over the {ower
ventifator. With thiee of us taking turns (Fiddie Feddwick hedped), we eventually got
the wirte off after about 15 hours work. We were all fidthy working on the floor and
sweating, because we hoped to escape {ong before the train reached Rome, in order to
thu and reach our own {ines.

The tiain was not making very good time. It was about 9.00pm when we finished getting
the witwe ofh and we calculated that the train would te in Rome about 4.00am next
moaning. We stild had a 1ot ofy work to do because of the 11on bars across the ventilatonr.
[ got going with my makeshift crowbar, which bent badly, but managed to prize obh the
top bar. This quick success spuned ws on and we worked {tke demons. By midnight we
fhad moved every other bar and the upright bar stiff remained. This 6 where our
ditbticulties really started. It had been batdy easy by leverage to clear every other ban,
but now nothing was 1eft to lever against and we sweated and swore for about two hours
without any progress.  One good thing however, we could move the steed shutters up
and down from inside, 50 that when daylight came we could cover up our nights work.
We asked tf, anyone had a file but, of cowwse no one had, (o1 s0 we thought). We had
another go for about an hour and then decided to wait 'tild moaning to ask in some other
tuck iy anyone had any toods.

When morning came we were a few miles past Rome in a place called Orte. Merch and [
tooked as i, we had been down a coal mine 50, with a dwop of water in a dizie, we had a
wash and shave. We didn't want Jewy to notice things.

The train stopped after being on the go for ondy an hour and they {et us out a twek at ¢
time to stretch and redieve owvsedves.
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When we got out, we glanced at our vent and everything was OK. Then a chap gave us
the wink that there was a fide in the thuck.

As soon as we got bdack, 1 asked the chap and he satd he didn't have a file ondy a
cobbler’s rasp!! Well, I don’t suppose that is a file, but we got going again and in about
1% hours we had everything ready. The steed shutter was down 50, as {ong as Jewwy
didn’t At the shutter, we were OK. Thisn was about midday. We had to wait untid
darkness and hoped we didn’t get too far Nomth. We packed what we needed into a
couple ofy small weksacks and included some food. One tin of butly, 1 tin of biscuits, 1
tin of meat roll, some cheese and tea and coffee from our Red Cross parcels, for barter.
We need not have had fears about going too par Nowvth because the train was making very
poor ttme. We anvvived in Florence about 4.00pm and the thain watted and shunted and 50
on. By stx o'clock we were stild near the town. At about eight O'clock we were
moutng again in earnest. Meach and 1 had everything ready and were going to jump out
next stop. Our plan was to watt untid the twain stavted moving and then jump. Well the
thain stopped and we were able to see that we were just outside a station (the rear o
the tratn was actually tn the station, which was occupted by Genmans). 1 found out
{ater 4 was San Benedetto.

Just in front of, the engine we coutd see a tunned thaough the mountain and the track on
a downward couwwse. We were a it conceaned at the speed that the twain would
accelerate, probably quite fast, an electric engtne on a downward slope!  The engine
was made. by Joan Brown of Glasgow!

We were fineeling on the {oor ready to jump out, but we were stild there an hour {ater
and we weae toth dozing. I must have gone vght obd to sleep when Meach shook me and
I woke to find the train just mouing. We rammed the shutter up and away went Meach
and 1 followed close behind itm. [ {anded on the graved by the track. 1 somersaulted
down a steep bank, grabbing the weeds and the grass to slow my progress. There was a
tithul moon appearing in and out of thin clouds, but quite good visibility. After
regaining my breath 1 carefully made my way back to the railway track and saw a figure
standing at the top. 1 froze, thinking it was a Geaman, but 1 knew he had seen me!
Abter what seemed ages, I decided to take a chance and whispered "Hello”. It was of
cowvse Mearch. We took off our boots and crept under some thucks achoss the track and
made our way up the hillside where we eventuatlly found a road. After walking about
hatlf, a mile we deft the rwad and crossed some fiedds towards a farm. We found a
haystack near a footpath and we both climbed in and settled down for the rest of the
ntght.
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[ woke at about 5.00am and had a {ook around. Merch was sl asteep. There was an
[tatian ciotlian walking along the footpath and, as soon as he was near enough, 1 got up
and spoke to am (in Itadian of couwse!) The poor man neady swooned with {pight. [
asked him i there were any Geamans about and he indicated that they were maindy in
the station area and our best course was to go hurther up the hidiside. He asked what
we were - Meach had joined me by this time and I satd Yugostavian! This seemed to
satinhy pam.

We tmmediately got on our way avuving at a farm and asking for hood. We were not
made very wedcome but they did give ws some bread and cheese and a glass of wine. Of
couwse we wene in battle dress and the Italians didn't know what to make of ws. We {eft
the farm and continued to go up the hildside eventually aviving at a village which we
taten found was San Benedetto Val di Sambro. It seemed that most of the population of
the vidlage 1ooked out to see who had awvvived in this strange unthoum. It made me feed
very tnsecure. We were asked a tot o questions and 1 admitted we were Butish and had
escaped from the Gewmans. A man on cautches with one {eg seemed to have some
authovty and said "Come with me” and sent the othevs away. He eaxplatned that he had
{tost hts leg on the Russtan front and had no time for the Geamans and woudd take us to a
sape place. We awvvved at a cottage and he knocked on the door. A handsome woman
{ooked out of the window upstatrs and he eaplained oun sttuation. "Pauverent” she cried
(poor things). 1'tf come down. We were welcomed tnto her home ke {ong {ost sons
and tmmedtately given food. She atlso prepared a bedroom for us. It was M. Di
Glovannt and she explatned that her husband was away on bustness but expected back
that night. He wouldd be able to aduise us what to do and perhaps assivt ws tn some way.
We went to the bedroom where we both sept {or some hours. M. Dt Glovanni was
prepaung a meal dor her husbands avuval eapected at about 6.00pm. During the
afternoon we saw American planes bombing somewhere a few mides away and were told it
was Botogne.

Stx o'clock came and the meal was ready. By 6.30 Mw. Di Glovanmt was getting
wovved by the non awvvival of her husband as she knew he was coming home via Bologna.
Howeven, at 6.45 she told us to sit at the table with her servant g and she would serve
the meal. We were to have two courses, Pollenta followed by spaghettsi bolognaise!

We had just started on the pollenta when the door buwst open and a handsome bearded
man appeared. Obviously distressed he leaned against the wall to recover his breath
and, glaring at Merch and I he satd "Who are these men”? His wife started to explain
and fie said "These bastards bombed me in Bologna today and I was neady kitled”. Hin
wihe remonstrated with iim and he cooled down, took obf his hat and overcoat and sat at
the table.
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His wite pussed round him in her ephort to calm him and to accept us. Meach, who 0f
cowvse couldn’t understand what was said but was able to realise the situation was tense
and asked me what was going on. I said, "If this fellow doesn't calm down, get ready
tor a quick exit”. Guido, for that was hs name, sat at the able and started his meal. He
bt satd to the servant gird, "Go into the cellar and bring a bottle of No.1 wine”. He
drank with gusto all the time watching us with {dashing brown eyes and obutousty
weighing ws up. Abter a few glasses of wine, he asked i we would take a glass, which
we did. He then started to question me and I told him the full story of my capture in
the desert and the puvison camps in Italy. 1 also eaplained that Merch was in the air
force.

After a dot of discussion over the meal table, he sent the servant gird to the cellar again
asking her to buing up a bottle of number 4. This was an excellent wine 50 I concluded
that the highea the numben, the better the wine. Guido then said he was very tired and
suggested we all retired to our beds and have, as he put i, a conperence in the moning.
Abter a good nights sleep, we had a simple breakfast and moved into his study. This wab
a very pleasant room with a fine desk with a {eather tooled top in green and gold.
Before starting our 'conference’, Guido eaplained the situation of, the house. It was
buidt on a steep hillside 50 that the ground floor was cut into the hill, which meant that
the eait door was at the back on the upper Hloor. This exit led to a chestnut grove
which we eaplored for a good hiding place. Guido said we should stay upstains and i
any Gewmans came, to toft out of the back door into the woods. We then went back to
the study and started to discuss the situation.
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Guido by this time disclosed that he was very pro English (he was a Doctor of
Engineening, specialining in ol exploration). He had obvtousty taken a liking to us and
{ooked fowward to fooling the Geamans. 1 think he was now enjoying the danger. Have
no doubt had the Geamans found us in ads home he would have been taken out and shot.
We were st in unthorm and reasonably safe from executton i recaptured, but you
never knew. Returning to Guido's study, the discusssion started by Guido saying that he
might be able to get us to Switzerland.

Having teen a pusoner for neardy three years, 1 was to pleased to go anywhere except
Gewmany. Merch however was against going to Switzertand because he had been briehed
that i, we got there we wouldd be inteaned, not sent home, which was quite conmect. On
this, Guido said that our troops, according to the {atest news, were just South of Foggta
and ondy advancing against stilh Geaman reststance, very stowly. However, he had a
tiend in Foggia itself, and, to our amazement, he picked up the telephone and got
thiough atmost immediatedy. His conveasation was very guarded, talking business but
queaying the sttuation. His fdend told him that the whofe area was occupied by the
Gewmans and aduised hdm not to come to Foggia in no unceirtatn teams. Gutdo on hearving
this said we couddn’t stay at his home, it was too dangerous. There were known Fascists
{n the village who would have no hesttation in repouting him. He was not prepared to go
South with us but would help us to get to the Swins border. Meach had to concede.
Plans were made. Guido had a flat in Midan and a priend with a villa on Lake Como.

He would set off the next moaning on reconnatdsance which would take him two or three
days. In the meantime, M. Di Glovanni would tu to pind some suttable jackets and
shivts in the village and dye oun battle dress tousers brown (this was done with ersat
cobhee! ) We were not to go out of the house and, as soon as he returned, iy all went
well on his reconnatssance, we would set obd the neat day or as soon as he hedt it was
reasonable.

He then satid it would e safe to go in the woods at the back and we could go with iim to
pick edible fungus for our evening meal. When Meach saw some of the hovible things
Guido was putting in his basket he was not very happy with thoughts of eating them.
Back in his study, Guido got out his reference book o bungi ald ilustrated in phutl
colour. He wouldd pick one out of the basket, examine it carebully, compare it with the
ustation, and #, satishied place it on his rvght hand side in a smaller basket saying
"Bueno”. If he was not satishied then on the {eft hand, saying "Non bueno”. AU this
alaamed Merch even more and [ reatlised that Guido was enjoying making Merch L at
case. Although we spoke in Englinh, Guido was able to grasp Merch's trepidation.

M. DI Giovanni made a wonderul pasta mead that evening. When she served it, Merch
{ooked at s plate with apprehension.



16

Guido satd to me (by this time he was calling me Eduardo), "15 he afpaid that 1 intend to
powson you" (joking of counse). I said "Yes" s0 he demonstrated the safety of the fungi
by showing Merch how he would eat his without any quadms. It was a great evening and
Guido and I tecame quite close as fiends.

Howeuven, there was always the feeling that the tramp of jack boots might be heard at
any moment. The next mowning, Guido set offy tor the station after repeating his strict
istwctions to be carepul. We got busy with the clothing and the neat two days passed
without incident. [ spent my time in the kitchen watching M. Di Glovanni making pasta
and generafly trying to make a poor food supply go a dong way. She chatted away to
me, most of which to my amazement [ could at that time undewtand. For an Italian she
was very patr and when 1 commented on this, she eaplained that she came from Turin
whenre a tot of people were fatr. Perhaps rom Austiian o even Yugostavian descent.
Twe to ats promise, on the thiad evening Guido returned and, as soon as he entered the
houwse I cowdd tett by hn demeanour that his journey had been succesbul. He insisted
howeven that we would have our meal fist and a glass of wine. He then eaplained that
he had spent the night in fus Midan {lat. The city had teen heavtly bombed and the
Geamans had tmposed an 8.00pm curew. This meant we had to get into the flat before
&.00pm. At Como he visited his fiend at the villa and she had gladly agreed to hedp.
Her gardener woudd te watting near the fenu pter and woudd gutde us to the nearest
point of the Swidd border. He would wait for the evening f{eriu for thiee nights. It was
intended that we wehre to set obfy the following morning. Guido had made atlowances 4on
any delay. That evening a few {ocals were invtted in Hor a dunk. About six o1 seven
came tn, aid men. We were introduced and accepted as fpiends.

Guido opened his duink cabinet (1t was our st vistt to s sttting room). Lo and behold
Scotch whisky, Gordon's gin and other familian beverages. Merch and 1 settled for a
scotch. Apparently, I now discovered, the {ocals came in this same eventing every week
to {nten to a Coloned Beastey(?) on the BBC giving the war time news in Italian. When
the Beethouven "Der Dum, Der Dum came on there was a deathly stdence while we all
tistened avidly to the news in Italtan. The Italians were quite congident that the BBC
news was a statement ofy tue events. The locals left at about 10.00 pm and we retired to
our beds with the next few days very much tn mind.

The plan was that Guido would precede ws to the station. We would pollow, not too
closely 50 that if, we were spotted, Guido would be in the clear. He had provided me
with some money and rehearvsed me in the cowvect Italtan to ask for a single ticket to
Botlogna.
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It was a Tuesday morning, brvight and clear. We set off to San Bennedetto station.
Guido was well in front with quite a few {ocals going down the footpath which gave us
moire conpidence. However, when we awnived at the station is was alive with Geaman
troops and Genman Miditary Police. This certaindy took the wind out of our sails and we
went to the booking ofbice absolutely petrified. We know now that as we were in
ctoidian clothes, iy we were discovered by the Gervmans, execution would be certain.

I bought the tickets successhuily and we trvied to become invisible amongst the crowd of,
commuters. The Geaman troop tain departed and things quietened down. The Military
Potice were stidd around but did not seem to be very interested in the commuters. When
our tratn awvived, Guido gave us the nod, and-we boarded the caviage at the opposite
end to Gutdo but saw him again giving a very dincreet nod. The train journey was
uneventbul untid we avived at the outskirts of Modena. The train stopped at a small
station and we were told that the {ine to the town was damaged in the bombing the
prevtows might 50 we would have to take a tram into town. This certainly complicated
things and Guido then spoke to me and aduvised me to take the tram into town and he
would meet us at the matn station {later. He woudd not now travel on the tram with us
but would take a {ater one. We waited at the tham stop feeling very {onely now that
Gutdo had gone on. As we watted 1 read an Italian newspaper, or rather pretended to do
s0. Two Geawman soldiens came and stood with us. To add to our fears a Gevman convou
went past with the usual stabh car {eading with the Officens. The two soldiers sprang to
attention and satuted the Ofpicers. The Ofpicers responded, tooking closedy at the two
sotdters and, we hope, two cioidians! 1 felt sure at the time that the Ofpicer thought we
wene under aviest. The trham anived and we stood back to allow the master race to go
atoard, when one of them said "Nach Thnen” (Apter you). We quickly responded. 1 said
"Gratzia” and we skuttled to the front of the tham.

We were relieved to see that the Geamans stayed on the rean platform and got off, before
we avuved at the station. We were not asked for tickets 50 1 assumed that this was a
shuttle service because of the bombing.

When we avvved at the station we were redieved to see Guido watting. There was a
tremendous crowd on and around the statton which made things easier for us and gave
Gutdo the opportunity to have a word. He had discovered that trains to Milan wenre
dedayed and none were eapected until at {east 3.00pm. He had bought the tickets and
handed them to me. He was going to the Turkish baths to fid in time. He thought we
should stay among the crowd on the station where we would be unobtrwunsive. 1 futly
agheed with this 50 Merch and 1 found somewhere to squat down and fjust sat and
watched the crowd and the antics of them. From some of the things I heard, many of
the travellers were refugees from the war zone, making their way up Nouth fon safety.
Ttme passed very stowly and every now and again a Geawman soldier on Miditary
policeman had a watk round.
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This espectally disturbed Meach, paticudady when an ltalian woman asked him if he
could change a 5,000 {ira note! Meach {ooked at me and I indicated to him to shrug his
shoulders Italtan styte. Fortunately a man sitting by me grasped the situation and told
the woman he could probably change the note. I fedt sure at the time that he knew that
we were not what we appeared to be. We never spoke but 1 thanked him with a big smile
and a shrug and he made no further move. Unfortunately Merch became very unsettled
and got up and indicated to me that he was going out of the station.

I had no chotce but to hollow. Just outside the station was a {arge notice board in
Geaman and Italtan. We stood {ooking at this whidst we got our bearings. There were
tew people in the square but Germans very much in evidence.

Guido told us {ater that they had taken over the town and confiscated any cattle and
othetr fhoods fon their own purposes and made an 6.00pm curhew. Meach asked me what
was on the notice toard and when I told him a 10,000 tira reward for anyone finding an
English soldier ov atwman, he really got the jitters. He insisted that we watked down
one of the stde strweets and, as they were 50 quiet, we became very conspicuous. We
watked some way from the station and were proceeding down a street ofy terrace howses
when a Gevman vehicle (halfy track with mounted machine gun), turned in at the far end
of the street. Merch was ready to make a wn for it bwt 1 held on to fim telding him that
t he ran theu would {ire for sure. 1 tued the {ront doot o the house nearest to us
which was pourtunately open. We went in thiough the fiont paour to the back room
where the [taltan famidy were sitting round the table having a meal. They were scared
to death at our appearance but 1 put my finger to my lips and, potnting to the door satd
"Tedesco! Acqua in tocca” (Genmans! don't speak). At the same time mouving towards
the tack door and out we went. There was no further reaction fpom the Itatltan famidy.
We then went down the back alley and, as we approached the end, a German guard
goose-stepped past. It was obvious that tf, they had a forvnal guard then we must be near
a Geaman offtce of some 5014,

We retraced our steps, found a way round and I had by then persuaded Merch that we
wenre safen at the station. 1 was very relieved to get back amongst the crowd.

Guido turned up just bepore three when a twain could be eapected. Sure enough a
passenger train awvvived. A number of goods thains had gone thhough the statton and we
had seen refugees or whatever in the twcks - not pusoners as the doows were open. We
got on the train closedy behind Guido. The seating arviangements were in founs or sixes,
thhee each side facing each other. We found a seat and Guido sat opposite. A woman
came and sat beside fim and, of course, tvied to get into convewsation with Meach.
Guido took over and Meach fetigned sleep and in hact eventually did sleep for some time.
In the same compavtment ondy a few seats away hrom ws sat two quite sentor German
obbicers who fortunatedy ignored the other passengens.
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The train moved obf, eventualdy and just apter dusk stopped for some time at a station
which was obvtousty in German hands as the announcements on the public address system
were in Geanman. The town was probably Parma or Piachenza. When the train started o,
it gave a sudden jerk, which awoke Meach who spoke to me in English! Good luck wab
again on our stde. Although many Gerumans spoke good English they had not noticed his
outburst. Netther had the woman sitting by Guido. We eventually awived in Midan about
half an hour before the cunfew. We had to watk some way to the apartment through
streets of bombed houses. The damage was to our eyes enormous.

We avtved outside the {lat. Guido satd as we entered "Senza Rumore” (without noise)

as there were fasciots in the flat above, which did not improve our condidence.
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However, we got tnto Guido’s {lat and settled down for the night. We had strict
mstwetions not to walk on the {{oor with toots on and to make as Uttle noive as
posstbhle. The neat moaning Guitdo went off to check the sttuation at the station for our
journey to Como. He discovered that there was a tremendouws extit {rom the town at
6.00pm. Workers going out to the country for the night to avoid the tombing. We then
settled down for the day and at 5.00pm set obf for the station. We got the 6.00pm thain
with Guido and avuved safetly at Como. We made our way to the ferny boat with a large
crowd of Itadtans. There were Gewman pewsonned and soldiens at the pter side but the
[tatians pushed forvward and swept ws aboard with them, Guido stidd in attendance. There
were a number of stops on the way to our destination. We disembarked at the second
stop and went ashore. The boat tup was really relaxing. [t was a beautibud night with a
tudd moon shining ovea the lake and we et we were coming to the end of our journey.

Sure enough the gardenenr, our gutde, was watting in a seciuded position and we satd our
farewetds and thanfs to Guido. It was quite emotional. Bepore setting obf he took me
astde and gave me a blank piece of paper and a penctl. As soon as we were ovea the
frontier sabely, 1 wasd to write one word on the paper "Securo” and give it to the guide

to returan to Guido. He woudd then e rewarded. No paper! no money!

INTO SWITZERLAND

He was not a very reassuning character, thein gaidenea tuwned gutde, but we set ohf up
the mountain thack at a steady pace. After climbing up the track, which must have been
egulady wsed as there were steps fitted in the steeper sections, we passed a cottage
and hearnd sounds of, revelry.

Our gutde wanted to go in and foin the fun, i that m‘wha/t i was. 1 objected strongly
peeling that the frontier was quite near. Merch was very weary 50 in we went to find
the place full of Itatian deserters and others. Foutunatedy they welcomed us like {ong
{ost brothers. Some of the deserters had been guards on POW camps in the area and had
{ooted Red Cross parceds. They had Englinh cigarettes and Hood avatlable. We had a
packet of avmy dscuits and a tin of corned beef which we had saved from our own
parceds in Sudmona but we accepted some Player's cigarettes.

We stayed for about an hour and had a glass of wine. They were able to infoam us that
there were German patrols on the frontier wire. The guardhouse was some distance hrom
where we would reach the frontier which we awvived at within the neat half hour. The
trontier fence was about 124t high with chain link wire. It was easily lihted from the
ground and we scraped under. We rested by the wire for some time, the {ast pat of our
cAimb had been quite steep. We then handed over the paper to the guide and set ofh
down the mountain.



21

Now we wenre in Switzerdand we felt 50 {(ree we were talking openly for the it time
stnce {eaving Guido.

We soon came to a mountain track leading downwards and, after passing a charcoad
burnen tending s fire, who made no comment and we didn't speak either. Meach and 1
were not really in tune with each other and we started arguing quite {oudly about
something or other when a soldier stepped out from behind a tree and challenged us in
Italian. This 15 of counse the language ofy The Tessin, that Canton of, Switzerdand.

The Swiss hedmet 15 very ke the German one but with wider flanges at the back and
stde, 50 1 realived he was Swins. Merch, however got the idea we were caught again. I
answered the chatllenge in Italian "Due Inglese Prigionert di Guere”. "Avanti” said the
soldien, who then examined ws carefully. After satishying tmsedsy that we seemed to be
genuine, he took us down to the guardhouse. The soldiers were very fund and gave ws a
basin of, hot midky cocoa and a hunk of bread and Emmental cheese. | have enjoyed
Emmental eveasince.

We sfept the 1est of the night in the guardhouse and next moining we were escorted 1o
Chiasdo, a bowder town which atready had a miditary camp nearby. On our way to the
camp, we passed over the frontier road quite near the gates, the par side patrolled by
Gewman guairds. The Swiss soldier said "Do you want to have a word with them”? |
didn't feed too sure but the guard encouraged me. 1 shouted to the Geaman soldier on
the other dide "Wie Geats”. He responded "Gut danke”. who are you? 1 told atm we
were Bitish Kitegsgepangene and he replied "Good {uck”.

We then went up thwough the town and atong a street of Itatian stule houses. The {ocal
residentsy came out ofy thein houses, quite dedighted to see us. [hey gave us chocolate
and {puit, we were quite ovemwhelmed. On awvvval at the avmy camp, we had our body
and head hair shaved offy and a hot shower. Our clothes were delowsed, although we
wene not actually tousy at this time. We were told we would be put on a train to the
Noath in a hew days time. "

We {eft Chiasso a few days {ater on an ordinary passenger tain which went though
Lausanne where a representative of the Bruitish Embassy came aboard and took our
personad details. He was full of reassurance about our treatment in Switzerdand but
warned us that under no circumstances were we to attempt to {eave Switzerdand without
Embassy permission which would not be given anyway. He gave ws a smald amount of
Swits francs and explained that own destination was to villages in the Appenzeld, a
Geaman speaking area. We had a pleasant journey to Winterthur where we had to change

thains.
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There was a bufbet on the station 50 with the Swiss francs burning hotes in our pockets,
we thought a glass of beer (the fiwt for thaee yeaws), woudd be very welcome. We went
into the bar and a Swiss lady wedcomed ws in the usual Swiss manner "Widtkommen”.
"Zwed glas bier bitte” 1 ordered.

"Dunked oder Helles” she enquired. "Do you want Hight or dark ale Merch? "Light ale
please”. "Hedles bitte”.

This was the it time Meach had heard me speak German and he was suitably impressed.
The Geaman {lessons in the puison camp sered me well hor the neat six months. |
became very {piendly with the Swiss Hlaison officer and, as the Buitish officer’s accent
was very uppenr class, the Swiss officer coudd not undewstand his English. He did not
admit to his knowledge of our danguage and inststed that I attended all the intervtews
with the Buitinh officer as tnterpreten.

Mu sojourn in Switzerdand 5 another story.

I spent six months in the Nowth East which was Geaman speafing (Appenzedd) and we
then were moved to the Caux Padace Hoted in Montieaux which 15 French speaking. Tis
was not operating as an hotel having been empty apparently for some ttme but we turned
{t into a rather high class barracks! We had Swiss Htatson obbicers and both here and in
the Nowth 1 had to continue to act as senion NCO and worked with two British ophicers in
Caux. A sont of Military set up! They werre even able to get me promoted to temporary
Sergeant Major and found a suitable badge to wear on my deeve. Of cowwse [ had to
wtuwn to Seageant as soon as I left Switzeland.

There wene about 600 British soldiers billeted in Caux, a magnificent dituation with
exatensive views over Lake Geneva.

I had awived in Switzerdand on 1st November and when the allies {anded in Southein
France, they quickly reached the Swiss border at Geneva.

HOME

We were on our way to Maweitle the very neat day, almost a year to the day since my
avival over the border. Then fprom Mawseille to Naples and a howtnight in Salerno,
waiting for a toopship home. We eventually saided on the thoopship "Stabbordshine”, to
sail at dast up the River Measey to see the pamilian sight ob the Liver Butldings and the
uver frontage of Liverpoot.



